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Canada/Kenya Rarieda Development Program


October 7, 2008

Mr. Peter Sweeney,

Kitchener-Conestoga Rotary Club,

Kitchener, ON.

Dear Peter;

I am delighted to inform you that in a discussion with Michael K’Ombugoh, Chairman of the Board of the Lwak Girls High School this past week, he informed me that the sanitation project is now 70% completed. This project will make such a huge difference for the students and staff at the school. Water and sanitation were the two biggest challenges for the school. Now with the bore hole operational and the sanitation project well underway, the health and safety of the Lwak community has been improved immeasurably. These two projects along with the CANRAD sponsorships and the 1000 mosquito nets provided by the University of Ottawa students have had an unbelievable impact on the school. Because sickness at the school is down and because the students are no longer being sent home for school fees – thus losing 2-3 weeks of schooling each semester - the academic achievements of the girls have improved, the teachers morale has improved with this success and the LGHS achieved a standing of 78 (academically)out of over 4000 secondary schools in all of Kenya in the national exams for Form Four students throughout the country.  This is such a boost for the school. It has given such hope to the Lwak community.

CANRAD continues work to sponsor orphan and destitute girls at the LGHS. This year we are sponsoring 32 girls in Forms one through four. In January 2009,  - the beginning of their school year - we are aiming to sponsor 20 more. This past November KCRC made the gift of $600.00 to CANRAD for the sponsorship of a student. That gift included school fees, tuition, uniforms, board, books and optional subject fees along with an allowance of $15.00 per semester for personal needs. I am writing to ask for your support to continue to sponsor this student through to graduation – three more years. The cost is $600.00  - $700.00 per year depending upon optional subjects chosen and whether there are national exam costs. I plan to return to Kenya in January to participate in the selection of the girls for sponsorship and to assist the CANRAD students in designing their leadership projects – a requirement for sponsorship. (CANRAD students are required for each year of sponsorship to design a leadership project that provides 100 hours of service to their community or their school in return for the gift of their education,) My trips to Lwak are a part of my accountability to donors and are fully funded by myself. 

His Excellence Peter Ogego, Kenyan Ambassador to the United States telephoned me this past week and asked me if it might be possible to have someone from KCRC visit Lwak in January to provide an opportunity to say thank you. He would like to have the Canadian High Commissioner to Nairobi present and other government officials. He plans to attend. I think this could be an excellent opportunity to meet key officials particularly if we are to move the Rural Internet Support Program forward. I know from Michael that the school is very hopeful that this will happen. 

Peter, I would be pleased to come to KCRC to provide an update for the club. The LGHS is a success story in the making. Thank you for making it happen. 

Sincerely,
Kaye Jackson, Co-founder of CANRAD
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